Spastics 
Society 


NEW SERIES PRICE 5p 


£25,000 start 


JANUARY 1980 


Beauty 


and the 
bargain 


® Trying it on — another 
satisfied customer finds a 


bargain at the Spastics 
Shop in Kilburn High 
Road. More about the 


special shop on Page 12. 


mystery 
donor 


WHEN Pearl Tyler looked 
at the package on her desk 
in the Donations Depait- 


ment at The _ Spastics 
Society’s headquarters in 
London, she suspected that 
there was something 
strange about it. As depart- 
mental head all packages 
likely to contain large sums 
are opened by her, but it 
was a few. days before 
Christmas and police warn- 
ings about letter bombs 
were uppermost in every- 
one’s minds. 

“As it was, when I began 
to unwrap it I thought it 
was one of those party 
games like ‘pass the parcel’ 
because there were so many 
layers,” said Pearl. 

Eventually she dis- 
covered a small box and 
opened it to find—£500 in 
notes. Accompanying the 
money was an unsigned 
letter explaining that the 
donor was sending the cash 
to “Help the ones in need.” 

The money was unregis- 
tered and unrecorded and the 
only clue to where if came 


from was the Bristol post- 
mark on the outer Wrapper. 
The writer, whose shaky 


Continued on Page 12 


to 1980 from 


Spastics Pool 


A WONDERFUL way to start 1980 — with 
a Spastics Pool cheque for £25,000 in your 


pocket.... 


The lucky man in the picture is Mr Frank 
Powles, of Great Cornard, Sudbury, Suffolk, and for 
him, the first dividend win on the Pool also came as 
the best possible retirement present. Dickie Hender- 
son and Peggy Mount are shown congratulating 
Frank and his wife Olive on their good fortune, when 
the cheque presentation took place at the Stars 


Organisation 


for Spastics’ 


residential centre for 


adults at Wakes Hall, near Colchester. 

Frank, who. before his retirement was employed 
as a driver at a local mill, will be visiting relatives in 
Australia soon. 


Loving care 


Staff training 


FROM the top — the East Anglia Family 
Meadway Works, Birmingham; Castle Priory College, 
Wallingford. Just three of The Spastics Society’s pioneer- 


SS 


ing establishments. Turn to Page 6 for the full list. 


THE Spastics Society 
opened Soho’s first char- 
ity shop in busy War- 
dour Street, just in time 
to catch some of the pre- 
Christmas shopping 
trade. 

Attractively decorated 
as a boutique, the shop 
selis high class second- 
hand blouses, sweaters, 
coats and evening 


dresses as well as a large 
selection of jewellery 
made by spastic men 
and women. There are 
also new books on offer 
at half price. 

Ali the proceeds from 
the shop go to The 
Spastics Society’s “Save 
a Baby” Campaign, 
which aims to stop the 
needless handicapping 


Help Unit; 


Something new for Soho... 


for the children of 
courage 


THIS year’s Special Achievement Award on 
January 30 will be one of the most moving and 
poignant since the Society first founded the 
award in 1972. As a tribute to the Year of the 
Child, all those nominated are children and all 
are desperately and incurably handicapped. 


They range in age 
from the very young to 
mid-teens, live in all 
parts of Britain and Ire- 
land, and all suffer 
almost overwhelming 
disability, and in many 
cases intense pain. 
Almost overwhelming 
disability — but not 
overwhelmed by it — 
for in the citations 
again and again are 
repeated phrases like: 
“He is so cheerful des- 
pite everything,” “Her 
sunny nature and ready 
smile are a constant 
joy,” “He never com- 
plains.” 


The citations come from 
doctors and deaconesses, 
priests and school teachers, 


neighbours, parents and 
brothers and sisters. 
One mother wrote in 


about her daughter, born 
with a massive. skin 
disease which causes con- 
stant blistering of the skin 


and death of babies in 
Britain by improving the 
maternity services. 
Money raised will go 
towards a £2 million 
target for further essen- 
tial research into spas- 
ticity and other related 
conditions. 

Opening hours are 
from 12 midday to 8.00 
pm. 


both inside and outside 
her body. The blisters turn 
into large raw patches, 
causing contractions of 
her hands and feet, while 
the blaster s*inside nee 
throat can cause choking. 

The mother said: ‘Every 
hour of her life has con- 
sisted of pain and endless 
bandaging. Two years ago 
the doctors were certain 


pods 


she would live only another 
few - days. At 14 she 
weighed just 19lb, and the 
end seemed fear. But 
none of us took into 
account her tremendous 
will to live and once agaia 
she fought to live and I 
am so glad [f still have my 
brave little daughter. 

One 13-year-old lad 
born with a major crippl- 
ing disease has no use in 
his legs. Nevertheless he 
swims and plays badmin- 
ton, travels on his own 
using public transport and 
even climbed Rivington 
Pike — on his hands. 

Courage is one of the 
most frequently used words 
in the nominations and 


Continued on Page 9 
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TAILOR-MADE FOR 
THE SPASTIC CHILD 


The Avon comes in three differentsizes, with a choice of 
chassis = for indoors or outdoors, pusher OF Self-, 


propelling. 


Tilt angle is adjustable up to 35°, footrest extendable to 


any leg length. 


_ The long list of accessories fits the chair to the child - 
including velcro-attached side panels and shoulder 
wings, hammock seat, hydrocephalic back, moulded tray. 


Write for full details to: 


Dept N31/SN 

Freepost (no stamp required) 
Salisbury SBI 2YZ 
Telephone 0722/2044] 
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2 SPASTICS NEWS 


ALREADY many. 


people have booked a 
package tour holiday 
for the 1980 holiday 
season and the Recrea- 
tional Services Depart- 
ment of The Spastics 
Society provides spas- 
tic people with a simi- 
lar opportunity. Over 
400 people were 
catered for on a total 
of 21 holidays in 1979, 
which demonstrates 
the popularity of the 
service. 

A package tour holiday 
is not just a week of tran- 
sitory fun, but has more 
enduring benefits. it pro- 
vides a necessary break 
from the home or centre 
-— both for the handi- 
capped individual and for 
those who care for him —- 
the -opportunity to dis- 
cover new places, experi- 
ences and friends, the 
incentive to increase inde- 
pendence and the chance 


oo 


World 
congress 
in Canada 


RADAR is offering special 
travel and accommodation 
arrangements for UK dele- 
eates. to. the.:.W.orld 
Rehabilitation Congress in 
Canada next summer. An 
extra three to five days 
sight-seeing in the Rocky 
Mountains .ca: be added 
to the trip and longer stays 
are available on request. 
For the International Con- 
gress at the Winnipeg -Con- 
vention Centre from June 23 
to 27, 1980,-the inclusive rate 
of a seven-day visit will be 
around £279 per person. This 
price includes air fare and 
hotel accommodation. The 
outward journey is on June 21 
and the return trip on June 28. 
Delegates wishing to attend 


one or more of the _ pre- 
Congress seminars will find 
travel opportunities available 


' for these events as well. A 


number of variations are avail- 
able and adaptable for in- 
dividuals and party groups. 
The associated meetings will 
be held over the week of 
June 15-19 in locations as 
distant as Toronto, Vancouver, 
Kingston and Winnipeg, and 
cover rehabilitation interests in 
vocational rehabilitation, medi- 
cine, education, social care, or- 
ganisation and administration 
and rehabilitation engineering. 

In the interval between the 
end of a seminar and the 
beginning of the Congress 
there is the opportunity for 
_delegates to visit Calgary and 
Banff in the Rocky Mountains 
region. Costs for these ‘ex- 
cursions’ vary according to the 
point of departure, 


For those who wish to see 
one of the great cities of the 
New World a four-day trip to 
Montreal is available. 

Prices mentioned are sub- 
ject to variations in air fares, 
hotel charges and exchange 
tates. They may, however, be 
taken as a fair indication of 
final costs. 

Further information from: 
Fhe Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
(International Department), 25 
Mortimer Street, London, 
WIN 8AB. Telephone 01-637 
5400, extension 222, 


— 


to accumulate a wealth of 
happy memories. 

A wide choice cf holiday 
venues and price rauges is 
offered... In 1980 aa eight 
day tour to~ Einsiedeln, 
Switzerland, will cost 


£211.50, but. an activity 


holiday in Cornwall wil! 
cost only £77: for a week. 
Whether you enjoy relax- 
ing by a swimmiug pool. 
the -vigorous exertion of 
rock climbing or the con- 
vivial atmosphere of a 


DURING ithe 1979 Interna- 
tional Year of the Child, 
Reckitt and Colmanu’s Phavr- 
maceutical -Division 
makers of Dettol — jained 
forces with Woolworths to 
raise £10,000 to purchase. and 
specially equip a narrow boat 
for the Peter Le Marchant 
Trust, which provides free 
trips for the handicapped — 
mainly children — on inland 
waterways in the Midlands. 

The money was _ raised 
through the Dettol Charity 
Challenge Scheme, in which 
five well-known. personalities 
linked themselves with various 
charities to raise £50,000 <o 
fulfil five selected projects. For 
the Trust, Dettol and Wool- 
worths — supported by top 
radio personality Pete Murray 
— raised the necessary funds 
by donating 10p for every 
large bottle of Dettol sold in 
Woolworths until the target 
was reached. It was found the 
public were prepared to help 
when they could see that their 
money was going directly to 
a worthwhile cause. 

The Trust has its origins in 
a bequest by Peter Le Mar- 
chant to his sister Clare 
Hanmer. Clare’s concern was 
to enable all groups of the 
physically and mentally handi- 
capped — and those seriously 
ill — to enjoy the peace and 
beauty of the English country- 
side in a_ leisurely way. 
Cruises on inland waterways 
through the heart of England 
seemed a perfect ay of offer- 
ing them a complete change. 
The acquisition of the new 
boat means that many child- 
ren who otherwise would not 
have had the opportunity will 
now be able to enjoy canal 
trips and holidays. 

A sister “ship”? to the 
Trust’s “Symphony,” “Sonata” 
is an open plan boat with a 
hydraulic lift for easy access 
of wheelchairs. She is 
equipped for cruising with a 
large walk-in (or wheel-in) 
toilet and shower compart- 
ment, good scating, farge low 
windows and a fully fitted 


holiday camp, there is a 
holiday to suit you. 
Holidays are open to 
spastic adults over the age 
of 16. Each holiday party 
is carefully selected to in- 
clude people of different 
degrees of handicap— both 
ambulent and wheelchair 
users —- and usually two 
needing total care. With 
each group there is a party 


leader, a “nurse and a 
number of helpers — usu- 
ally police cadets ~-— who 


Shoppers hoos ted nt 


@ DOUG Dagnall, Clare Hanmer and Norman Thomason give a helping hand to Mark 
Furness of the Ashley School, Cotgrave, near Nottingham, as he takes a trip on the 


galley, including a refrigerator 


for the storage of medicines — 


and food. ‘There. is hot and 
cold running water and, with 


full. central heating, the boat 
can be used throughout the 


winter. Life jackets and first 
aid equipment are always 
carried and there is a radio 
telephone so that any emer- 
gency situation can be handled. 


“Sonata” was tormally 
handed over (o the Trust by 
Mr Norman ‘Thomason, mar- 
keting director of Reckitt and 
Colman Pharmaceuiical . Divi- 
sion, and Mr Doug Dagnall of 
Woolworths. Also hoping to 
attend the ceremony were a 
host of local dignitaries, in- 
eluding the Lord-Dieutenant 
of Leicestershire, Colonel R. A. 
St G. Martin. On the fiay, a 
group of handicapped children 
from Ashley School at Cot- 
grave, near Nottingham, were 
taken on a special trip en 
“Sontata.” 


BS: Ee 
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give any assistance re- 
quired and this is at no 
extra cost to the holiday- 
makers. 

The costs of the tour 
staff and helpers are met 
by The Spastics Society, 
which in 1979 paid out a 
record sum of £18,278. It 
cannot afford to pay more 
so, if prices continue to 
rise, the number of holi- 


days which the Society 
will be able to subsidise 
will grow less. We ask 


new boat. 


Why be a stay-at-home in 1980? 


SIPPING drinks at a 
pavement Cafe, 
watching the rest of 
the world go by —a 
party of disabled 
holidaymakers enjoy 
the opportunity of 
congenial company 
in pleasant surround- 
ings ona continental 
holiday organised by 
The Spastics Society. 


local groups to sponsor 
helpers for holidaymakers 
from their areas. The 
average cost of a helper on 
a tour last year was £90. 
In 1980 this is likely to rise 
by 25 per cent or more to 
£112 upwards. 


Applications from 
volunteer holiday helpers 
are always welcome and 
these may be from people 
who wish to accormpany 
a spastic friend as their 
helper. 


Individuals wishing to 
obtain a holiday brochure 
and application form, focal 
groups interested in spon- 
soring a‘holiday helper and 
volunteers, should contact: 


The Holiday Officer. 
Recreational Services 
Department, The Spastics 
Society, 2A Conway Street, 
London WIP 5HE. 


"EY 


helper 


A BOUQUET. for The 


Spastics Society and an 
encouragement to others to 
follow suit appeared in 


the Nursing Mirror when 


nurse Elaine Stewart, re- _ 


counted her experience as 
a holiday helper. 

As a third-year student 
at the South West College 
of Nursing and Mid- 
wifery at Dumfries she had 
eight weeks holiday and 


very little money. Her first 


thought was a holiday job, 


but an advertisement for © 


holiday help in the Nursing 
press, she decided, was a 
more rewarding prospect. 


Helpers would he paid 
their travelling expenses, 
board and lodging but 


would not receive salary. 

So Elaine took the job 
as party nurse for a week’s 
holiday at Clacton organ- 
ised by The  Spastics 
Society: ‘I anticipated that 
the holiday would be hard 
work but great fun --- and 
that is exactly what it was,’ 
she said. 

She arrived early at the 
Societys Family Services 
Centre in Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
don, and was immediately 
roped in to act as escort for 
holidaymakers arriving by 
train. As accommodation was 


already overstretched she took a 


party to a hotel which was 
supposedly adapted for the 
disabled. 

Here she discovered that the 
techniques for lifting taught 
in hospital do not apply when 
it comes to lifting wheelvhairs, 
plus occupants, out of cramped 


taxis. and up flights of stairs. - 


It was with some relief the 
following day, that she found 
six male police cadets oa hand 
at Fitzroy Square te do the 
lifting required. 

Miss Stewart’s nursing re- 
sponsibilities covered a party 
of 28 holidaymakers but in 
actual fact she discovered very 
little nursing was required. 
The holidaymakers in ail but 
two or three cases looked after 
their own medications; stalT 
meetings every morning ironed 
out any problems and the days 
at Butlin’s followed an easy 


going — routine. 
Miss Stewart concludes: ‘TF 
feel we all learned a great 


deal about handicapped people 
and their problems, and the 
difficulties in pushing wheel- 
chairs in such an environ- 
ment. The helper really learns 
to appreciate ramps 
lowered pavement’ edges. I 


hope to go on this kind of 


trip again,’ 


aaa a Aa a 


LTD 


Tel: 


Da et nt rn ec ee 


MUMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 

quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and Sarages, 


Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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® AMONGST the guests at the official opening of Good Neighbours House 
were Mr Robert Knight, deputy hon treasurer, and Miss Muriel Pavlov, an 
SOS Vice-President, 


9 THE Duchess of Kent addresses the guests at the unveiling of the special 
| plaque designed by Mr Leslie Crowther, vice-chairman of SOS. After the 
I unveiling ceremony, Miss Sylvia Syms, a past chairman of the Management 

Committee of Good Neighbours House, read out the dedication. Also in 
| the picture are, left to right, Mrs Sheila Rawsthorne, Director of SOS; the 

he and Mayoress of Southwark; and the Lady Anne Tennant, SOS 
resident. 


Duchess of Kent at SOS centre 
Ski 
_welco! 
oyal visitor 


eS 


® THE Duchess shares a joke with three SOS Vice-Preside 
Maudie Edwards and Peggy Cummins. 


G 


nts, Diane Hart, 


THE residents of Good 
Neighbours House in 
Camberwell, London, 
run by the Stars Organ- 
isation for Spastics, 


welcomed a Royal visi- 
tor in December when 
the Duchess of Kent, 
Patron of The Spastics 
Society, attended the 
official opening. One 
of the residents, Mrs 
Oriel Philpotts, pre- 
sented the Duchess 
with a bouquet to 
mark the delightfully 
gay and informal occa- 
sion which, it is hoped, 
was the first of many 
friendly visits by the 
Duchess. 


Reception 


Greeting the Duchess on 
her arrival were the Lady 
Anne Tennant, President of 
SOS: past-Presidents The 
Countess of Westmorland 
and the Hon Mrs James 
Ogilvy; Miss Sylvia Syms, 
past-Chairman of the Good 
Neighbours House 
management comm ittee 
and Mr Adrian Love, 
newly elected Chairman of 
the committee. Special 
guests included the Mayor 
and Mayoress of South- 
wark, Mr and Mrs Peter 
Cather, Mr James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics 
Society, and Mr Douglas 
Arter, Honorary Life 
Member of SOS. 

Good Neighbours House 
has in fact been “home” 
for the 26 residents, four 
of whom are married 
couples, ever since 1976. 
The home is situated on a 
local housing estate and 
the shop and laundrette 


@ MEMBERS of the management committee of 
Good Neighbours House who met the Duchess 
included Joan Regan, Dennis Lotis and Steve 


Emerson. 


which are run by the resi- 
dents themselves are used 
by the whole community. 

One of the residents to 
meet the Duchess, Mrs 
Janet Fazackerley, who 
manages the shop, com- 
mented, “This place is 
very good because it’s a 
sort of community. Other 
places I know feel a bit cut 
off from the rest of the 
public. Here I think people 
can sce that although we 
are handicapped, we can 
still contribute to the com- 
munity.” 

The laundrette and the 
shop were visited by the 
Duchess accompanied by 
Lady Tennant, Miss Syms 
and Mr Love together with 
Mrs Elizabeth Mitchel- 
more-Hawkins, manager of 
Good Neighbours House. 

Residents were thrilled 
to meet and talk with the 
Duchess in their own 


Bag BS 


rooms, before the Royal 
visitor went downstairs for 
the unveiling of a special 
plague designed by Mr 
Leslie Crowther, a Vice- 
President of SOS. 

Other SOS personalities 
present included Mr David 
Jacobs, Mr and Mrs Brian 
Rix, and Mrs Anthony 
Quayle, who represented 
her husband, Chairman of 
SOS, as he was in the 
United States working on a 
TV series. 

Guests for tea included 
the many people who had 
donated gifts in cash or 
kind to the centre, local 
publicans who had raised 
money, as well as represen- 
tatives of the local police. 

The Duchess eventually 
departed in the late after- 
noon after a memorable 
visit for all those who work 
for and live in 
Neighbours House. 


Silve 
Rall xg 


Someone who finds stairclimbing a strain. You worry about them. Maybe 
think of of moving home, or extending it, to make life easier. Think again..: 
— they will probably prefer Silver Rail. \t gives them free ) 
access to a// the house again, gliding them up 
and down stairs in perfect comfort and safety...9 
without bothering anyone. Silver Rail costs / 
less than the alternatives, and Stannah can 
fit it in hours without fuss. You couldn’t make) 
# a more thoughtful move than considering a 
Stannah Silver Rail stairlift. = 
) 


Send coupon or telephone Andover (0264) 64311 


wos 


your colour folder on Silver Rail. Tell me about 
your Homelifts and curved rail stairlifts too. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
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7 the plaster cast. 


] 
MAVIS Coleman has 
come up with a brilliant 
idea to take some of the 

_ drag out of operations for 
her five-year-old daughter 


Stacy who is spastic. 
7 Stacy has just had an 
Achilles tendon operation, 
and was dreading the next, 
when her mother suggested 
that her plaster cast was 
put to fund raising. 

4 “To cheer Stacy up I 
decided to ask relatives and 
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STACY Coleman of Hemlington, Yorkshire, and- her 
‘mother, Mayis, with the collecting box and, of course, 


Signing-up Stacy 


friends to autograph her 
plaster and give something 
towards a £6,000 appeal 
for an extension at the 
Cleveland spastics work 
cenire in Middlesbrough,” 
she said. “So far she’s 
raised more than £4, and 
now Stacy feels that haying 
the plaster on is worth- 
while. She plans to do the 
same with the other plaster 
when the time comes.” 
Picture by Evening 
Gazette, Middlesbrough 
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These days, it’s vital |7981—the 


to know your rights 


RAPIDLY rising prices 
and cutbacks in com- 


munity services are 
making accurate wel- 
fare rights information 
even more essential for 
disabled people and 
those caring for and 
working with them. 
The latest edition of 
the Disability Rights 
Handbook, just pub- 
lished, is the biggest 
and most detailed yet. 
it will be updated 
quarterly with Bulletins 
in order to keep claim- 
ants and their advisers 
informed of changes in 
policy and legislation. 
The Handbook describes 
existing benefits for dis- 
abled people and low 
income families, and how 
to calculate entitlement te 
them. It explains the pro- 
cedures for appealing 
against unsatisfactory 
decisions, the best way to 
prepare for appeal tri- 
bunals, and how to make 
a complaint to the Om- 
budsman for maladminis- 
tration. The Handbook 
also outlines the statutory 
duties of local authorities 
to provide services in the 
social services, in housing 
and employment. Part 2 
includes articles cn reforms 
needed to strengthen the 


rights of disabled people, 
and Part 3 lists the names 
and addresses of some 400 


helpful voluntary organ- 
isations. 
The Disability Rights 


Handbook for 1980 costs 
89p plus 20p postage and 


packing, and js available 
from The Disability 
Alliance, 1 Cambridge Ter- 
race, London NWI. A 
subscription to rights infor- 
mation — made up of the 
Handbook and three Bulle- 
tins — costs £3.30. 


WHEN pub entertainer 
Alan Hayman from Chard 
sits down at the piano he 
plays with a purpose—to 
provide pleasure for the 


customers, himself and for 
the handicapped children 
who benefit from the 
money he raises. 

In spite of being handi- 


Bringing 


capped himself — Alan’s 
middle fingers are joined 
or half joined on each hand 
—he has raised over £100 
in the past three months 
for the Chard and South 
Somerset Association for 
Spastics and Handicapped, 
as well as playing the piano 
at the monthly children’s 
parties. 


The Occidental Consortium. ~<s» 
Britains oil ashore from the North Sea: 


16 Palace Street London, SWVIE SBQ.0l-8285600, 
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A UNIQUE 
entitled ‘Towards 
take place at Goldsmiths’ 


College, London, cver the 
weekend of April 18-20, 1980. 


conference; 
“81” will 


A group of young peonle aged- 


15-19 will gather from various 
parts of the UK to discuss and 
plan local community pre jects 
for the International Year for 
Disabled Persons 1981. 


Delegates will explore 
problems related to the tran- 
sition “From School to What?” 
including understandizg and 
influencing the local com~ 
munity. Ideas and initiatives 
from this conference will then 
be presented by the delcgates 
to their local communities for 
action in 1981. 

It is hoped that the young 
people attending the con- 
ference will form the nucleus 
of volunteer groups to co- 
operate with local organisa- 
tions and employers on pro- 
jects associated with the 
International Year. The con- 
ference has been organised by 
a number of voluntary bodies 
to act as a link between the 
International Year of the Child 
and the Year for ~ Dis- 
abled Persons. Delegates will 
be drawn from both <bie- 
bodied and_ handicapped 
young people, with a _pro- 
gramme which includes lec: 
tures, discussion groups and 
group work sessions. 

Further details and applica- 
tion forms are available from 
Mrs Sue Miller, Conference 
Co-ordinator, “Towards ‘$1.” 
clo The Spastics Society, 16 
Fitzroy Square, London WIP 
5HQ. Tel 01-387 9571. 
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New frien 


- Social 
contacts, 
mutual 
help for 
families 


WORKING in close 
partnership with volun- 
tary organisations such 
as The Spastics Society 
is an important part of 
her job, says Noreen 
Miller, of Contact a 
Family. 


For the past four 
years Contact a Family 
has been pioneering 
the setting-up of local 
self-help groups for 
families with a handi- 
capped child, giving 


A recently-made Contact 


paid worker have enjoyed 


These 
have included weekly 
coffee mornings and even- 
ings; fortnightly Saturday 
afternoon family clubs; 
play schemes in ihe school 
holidays; regular family 
outings and social events; 
a weekly swimming club; 
family holidays away 
from London, as well as a 
home visiting scheme, set 
up in close liaison with the 
local health and _ social 
Services, and intended to 
help families with newly 
born or recently assessed 
handicapped children. 


One Wandsworth 
mother commented: “We 
never used to go out any- 
where. Now life is hectic. 
In fact, some of our friends 
with normal children are 
envious of us, as weve 
always going off some- 
where and doing interest- 
ing things.” 

In Wandsworth, for 
example, there isn't a local 


— 


“GETTING to know you” — on a very Jocalised neighbourhood basis is what the Con- 
tact a Family project is about. Meeting another family living nearby who also have a 
handicapped child is a yaluabie experience especially for people who are rot natural 


Special report by Nancy Tuft 


spastics group to join in the 


natural joiners of existing 


why Contact a Family 
aims to go out and reach 
families in the immediate 
vicinity through — special 
schools, social services 
and health visitors, as weil 
as through the local 
branches of organisations 
which cater for a specific 
handicap who might not 
have sufficient members 
living near each other to 
form a neighbourhood 


group. 
No rivalry 


“It’s important that 
we're not seen as rivals,” 
says Noreen Miller. “Con- 
tact a Family is for child- 
ren with any type of 
handicap whether mild or 
severe, mental or physical, 
and our activities include 
non-handicapped brothers 
and sisters as well.” 

The Contact a Family 
film of the pilot project in 
Wandsworth sparked off a 


great deal of interest in 


cial crisis after another. 


only recent public expendi- 


P| 


ds of the family 


‘CONTACT a Family en- 
courages group activities 
like this Saturday after- 
noon family club held in 


ar Pie 

Yet there are an estimated 
1,000 families in Lambeth 
with a handicapped child. 
However The Spastics 


. . . ; ee , a4. society has come to -he _ the premises of the Handi- 
t <= immediate neighbourasood other parts of the country Contact a Family was pee =e , 
hese families the and social worker Val 22d Devizes and Lewisham —grant-aided for the first 000 ples a canves geese Play 
opportunity to take a Rosanb h ks for 2% two contrasting areas. two years by the DHSS) fy ee ene apes erntnds eee 
more active part in the osanbeau, w oO works fot where Contact a Family and its original sponsor Family, negotiated by ons Wandsworth. Toy library 
Wi i The Spastics Socicty, is  proups are in the early was the charity Make of its trustees, Steve Bur- facilities are provided for 
ife of their own com- only too pleased to be able — stages of being set up. Children Happy. ton, a lawyer who suffers the children while parents 
munity. to work alongside Contact C h In Wandsworth, the local see cerebral palsy him- can get together for shared 
Films a Family’s Director Noreen as authority back the full- Byars yp arene support. 
aitkes ime ‘ker, and it was c ; S 
Miller and her community In the four years of time worker, and it was rather like a newborn at * * * 


Fanily & worker Boz Borowy. Contact..a.Family’s exist-. tyre cuts in Lambeth  ‘TiSK. baby ‘struggling “to Inquiries regarding the 
ee tenons on Some parents with a ence, the organisation has which prevented a similar SUrvive and tee hae a nes the Contact ae 

, ndsworth, ; teen 2 . 3 : ea, nere assistance made available amily film should be made 
with the help of a full-time 24icapped child are had to weather one finan- situation happening there. 


at a crucial time may make to Noreen Miller, Contact 


‘ r luntary organisaticns —- all the difference to its a Family, 31 Tooley Street, 
a variety of social and sup- a oer healthy growth and London SE1. Tel 0!-403 
Horfive . activities. others are not, and this is 


development. 0969. 


January cookery 


ROAST FORE RIB 


roast potatoes, baked onions, parsnips and Yorkshire 
pudding and accompanied by Brussels sprouts) 


10 Fore rib home-produced beef on the bone; 30z dripping 
or lard; salt and pepper; potatoes, as required; parsnips, as 
required; onions, as required; dripping or lard for the potatoes; 
loz dripping for the Yorkshire pudding. Yorkshire pudding: 
4 pint milk; 40z plain flour; one British egg; pinch of salt. 

Wipe the meat and sprinkle all surfaces with salt and 
pepper. Place in a roasting tin and dot with dripping or lard. 
Place on centre shelf in pre-heated oven and cook ai 375 deg F, 
Mark 5, 190 deg C, allowing 20 minutes to the pound and 20 
minutes over. For those who like their meat well done cook an 
extra 20-25 minutes. 


(with 


One and three-quarter hours before end of cooking time, 
prepare number of parsnips required. Peel thinly and halve or 
quarter. Place on foil, season, dot with butter and make into 
a secure parcel. Prepare the number of onions needed, season, 
dot with butter and make them into another parcel. Put in 
shallow roasting tin on shelf immediately under the beef. At 
the same time put some dripping in the roasting tin to melt. 

Parboil potatoes for five minutes, drain and coat in the 
melted dripping and cook with the other vegetables. 

Make the Yorkshire pudding by sieving flour and salt into a 
bowl. Mix egg into the milk. Make a well in the centre of the 
flour and with a wooden spoon beat in the milk-egg mixture, 


eee | beating until all is smooth. Cover and leaye in a cold place to 
] rest. 
Twenty-five minutes before end of beefs cooking time 
I TOP QUALITY PENS | transfer vegetables to floor of oven, remove beef to the lower 
I Diestamped with 30 Gold Letters and Spaces | shelf, and place small patty tins containing dripping in 8-10 of 
] them on the top shelf. Beat the Yorkshire batfer once more and 
| £3-45 %* STANDARD CHARGE put into the bot dripyae in the patty tins, Cook at 425 deg F, 
te Mark 7, 220 deg C, for 20 minutes. 
I PER 100 PENS * PORE Eris | Meanwhile, cook the Brussels sprouts. Lower oven to lowest 
| (VAT PAID) * 80 PENCE setting to keep everything warm. Transfer meat to a serving dish. 
| Minimum order for pens 200 I Drain off surplus fat from roasting tin and use pan juice and 
i DIARIES ALSO AVAILABLE | vigice from the itnssels sprouts to make a gravy. Unwrap 
| ORDERS DESPATCHED SAME DAY | ee vegetable ‘parcels. 
| Sale or return—full refund on pens returned J CONTACT a Family _ Boz already work in close SYLLABUB (serves 6-8) 
i Samples 2 x 10p stamps—please try before you buy 1! Director Noreen Miller, co-operation with one of Two dessertspoons red currant jelly; two egg whites; $ pint 
. . ; e : : . te vee atta ates 
i Supplied to the UK only 1} with community worker the Society’s social — dese, cream; 207 caster sugar; 4 pint white wine; grated 
: 3 F ne orange. 
{| Boz Borowy, accompanied workers, while Steve, who | "0 0" © - : me Ps 
Beat the cream with the wine and sugar. Stir in almost all 
ABBEY WHOLESALE I By pene Burton, rigs of oe rr Hise See of the rind. Spoon the mixture into tall glasses or a Jarge bowl. 
rusiees, were intereste nd. who is : > | Beat the egg whites and the red currant jelly together until stift 
{ 974-976 LONDON ROAD, TRENT VALE, visitors to The Spastics recently negotiated a grant | gna spoon this on top of the wine and cream. Sprinkle with 
i STOKE-on-TRENT, ST4 5NX Society stand at a recent for Contact a Family from | the remaiving rind and serve with macaroons or shortbread 
bea a ibiti N and The Spastics Society. fingers if desired. 
pe NT Aa lg tpl dae lg A a EC exhibition. oreen p 
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List of establishments 


SCHOOLS 


CRAIG ~-Y-=PARC 
SCHOOL, Pentyrch, Car- 
diff CF4 8NB. 

60 places, 5 fo 14 age 

range. 
INGFIELD MANOR 
SCHOOL, Five Oaks, Nr 
Billingshurst, West Sussex 
RH1I4 9AX. 

61, 5 to 16. 

IRTON HALL SCHOOL, 
Holmrook, Cumbria CA19 
ITA. 

59 residents, 5 to 16. 
MELDRETH MANOR 
SCHOOL, Fenny Lane, 
Meldreth, Nr Royston, 
Herts SG8 6LG. 

125, 5 to 16. 

BEECH TREE HOUSE. 
Address as for Meldreth 
Manor School. 

8, 5 to 16. 

THOMAS DELARUE 
SCHOOL, Shipbourne 
Road, Tonbridge, Kent 
TN11 ONP. 

104, 12 to 18. 
TRENGWEATH 
SCHOOL, Hartley Road, 


Plymouth, Devon PL3 


5LP. 
55, including 14 board- 
ers, 2 to 16. 


UNITS RUN BY THE STARS ORGANISATION 
FOR SPASTICS 


RESIDENTIAL ADULT 


CENTRES 


GOOD NEIGHBOURS 
HOUSE, 38 Mary Dat- 
chelor Close, London SES 
TAX. 

26, 18+. 


WAKES HALL, Wakes 
Colne, Colchester, Essex 
CO6 2DB. 

25, 30+. 


HOTEL 
COLWALL COURT 
HOTEL, Pages Avenue, 
Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex, 

22, 5-16 inclusive, 


@ MELDRETH MANOR SCH 


@ THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 


OOL 
RUTLAND HOUSE 
SCHOOL, 1 Elm Bank, 
Mapperley Road, Notting- 
ham NG3 SAJ. 
26, 5 to 16. 
WILFRED PICKLES 
SCHOOL, Tixover 
Grange, Duddington, Nr 
Stamford, Lincs PE9 3QN. 
60 resident, 10 day, 5 to 
16. 


ASSESSMENT CENTRE 
AND PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
HAWKSWORTH HALL 
SCHOOL, Hawksworth, 
Guiseley, Leeds LS20 8NU. 

28, 5 to 12. 


FURTHER 
EDUCATION CENTRES 
BEAUMONT COLLEGE, 
Slyne Road, Lancaster 
LA2 6AP. 

76, 16+. 

DENE COLLEGE, Ship- 
bourne Road, Tonbridge, 
Kent TN11 9NT. 

46, 16 to 18. 
GRANGEWOOD RESI- 
DENTIAL CENTRE, 
High Street, Kelvedon, 
Essex CO5 9AG. 

20, 17+ 


@ PRINCESS 


RESIDENTIAL ADULT 
CENTRES 
BUXTON, “The Bedford,” 
34 St John’s Road, Buxton, 

Derbyshire SK17 6XL. 

48, 16+. 
CAMBORNE, Gladys 
Holman House, Rose- 
warne, Camborne, Corn- 
wall TR14 8TB. 


24, 16+. 
COOMBE FARM, Oaks 
Road, Croydon, Surrey 
CR9 SAR. 

42, 16+. 


DARESBURY HALL, 
Daresbury, Nr Warrington, 
Cheshire WA4 4AG, 

52, 16+. 
DRUMMONDS, Feering, 
Colchester, Essex CO5 
9QJ. 

51, 16+. 

JACQUES HALL, Brad- 
field, Nr Manningtree, 
Essex COI] 2XW. 

24, 16+. 

KYRE PARK HOUSE, 
Kyre Magna, Tenbury 
Wells, Worcs WRI15 8RP. 

48, 16+. 

PRINCESS MARINA 
CENTRE, Chalfont Road, 


ADULT HOUSE 
UNITS 
BASINGSTOKE ADULT 
HOUSE UNIT, Roman 
House, Winklebury Way, 
Basingstoke, Hants RG23 
8BJ. 
25, 16+. 


MARINA CENTRE 


@ CARDIFF ADULT HOUSE UNIT 


Seer Green, Nr Beacons- 
field, Bucks HR9 2QR. 

54, 16+. 
THORNGROVE AGRI- 
CULTURAL CENTRE, 
Thorngroye, Gillingham, 
Dorset SP8 4PR. 

28, 16+. 


RESIDENTIAL AND 
DAY CARE CENTRE 
BDOUGLAS ARTER 
CENTRE, Odstock Road, 

Salisbury, Wiltshire. 


24 including 8 residents, 
16+. 


DAY CENTRE 
BARNSLEY DAY 
CENTRE, 66 Rotherham 
Road, Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire. 

15, 16+. 


MILTON KEYNES 
HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT 
(Temporary address for 
correspondence), 13 Tur- 
ner’s Mews, Neath Hill, 

Milton Keynes. 
42, 16+. 


CARDIFF ADULT 
House Unit, Bryn Awel, 
127 Cyncoed Road, 
Cardiff, Glamorgan. 

14, 16+. 


CYNCOED FLATS, 127 
Cyncoed Road, Cardiff, 
Glamorgan. 

6 couples, 16+. 


HARPENDEN ADULT 
HOUSE UNIT, Redclyfie, 
21 Salisbury Avenue, Har- 
penden, Herts AL5 2QF, 

26, 16+. 
KINGSTON ADULT 
HOUSE UNIT, 11 Ling- 
field Avenue, Kingston- 
upon - Thames, Surrey 
KT1 2TL. 

12, 16+. 


NORTHAMPTON 

ADULT HOUSE UNIT, 

Hampton House, Tonmead 

Road, Lumbertubs, 

Northampton NN3 43X. 
26, 16+. 


@ BIRMINGHAM HOSTEL 


HOSTELS 
BIRMINGHAM HOS- 
TEL, Broadstones Road, 
Off Meadway, Sheldon, 
Birmingham 26. 

86, 18 to retirement age. 
BRISTOL HOSTEL, 
Elphick House, 180 Ashley 
Down Road, Bristol 7, 
Avon. 

7, 18+. 

CHESTER HOSTEL, 5 
Newton Lane, Hoole, 
Chester, Cheshire CH2, 
3RB. 

9, 18+. 

EASTCOTE HOSTEL, 8 
Sunningdale Avenue, East- 
cote, Ruislip, Middlesex. 

8, 18+. 

HALIFAX HOSTEL, 
Heathbank, Linden Road, 
Halifax, West Yorkshire 
HX3 OBS. 

13, 18+. 

NORWICH HOSTEL, 403 
Unthank Road, Norwich, 
Norfolk. 

9, 18+. 

PENARTH HOSTEL, 
Mena House, 78 Victoria 
Road, Penarth, South 


@ BEDFONT HOTEL 


HOTELS 


THE BEDFONT HOTEL, 
Marine Parade, Clacton- 
on-Sea, Essex. 

25, all ages. 


THE GARWOOD 
HOTEL, 8 Victoria Drive, 
Bognor Regis, Sussex 
PO21 2RJ. 


16, all ages. 


ee 


FIELD STUDIES AND 
ADVENTURE 
HOLIDAY CENTRE 


CHURCHTOWN FARM, 
Lanlivery, Bodmin, Corn- 
wall, 


24-40, all ages. 


Glamorgan CF6 2HZ. 
13, 18--. 


ROCKINGHAM HOS- 

TEL, Greenside Lane, 

Greasborough, Rotherham, 

South Yorkshire S61 4PT. 
12, 16+. 


SOUTHAMPTON HOS- 
TEL, Merlyn House, West 
End Road, Southampton, 
Hants. 


13, 16+. 
SWANSEA HOSTEL, 
Ynyswern, 94 Newton 


Road, Mumbles, Swansea, 
West Glamorgan. 

10, 18+. 
THORNTON HEATH 
HOSTEL, 215 Melfort 
Road, Thornton Heath, 
Surrey. 

4, bed-sitting accommo- 
dation. 
WOODFORD HOSTELS, 
6 Snakes Lane, Woodford 
Green, Essex 1G3 OBS. 

23, 18+. 
64 Glengall Road, Wod- 
ford Green, Essex [G8 
ODL. 

7, 18+. 


Ts 


STAFF TRAINING 
COLLEGE 
CASTLE PRIORY COL- 
LEGE, Thames Street, 
a aE Oxon OX10 


e 


38. 


eS ee 
FAMILY HELP UNIT 


EAST ANGLIA FAMILY 
HELP UNIT, Shakers 


Lane, Bury St Edm 
Suffolk. : re 


15, 1 month-16 years. 


SHORT STAY CENTRE 
FOR ADULTS 
CHILTERN HOUSE, Hill 
ei Road, Oxford OX4 


8, 144+, 


© Continued next page 
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MR Kenneth Long, centre, 
Chairman and Managing 
Director of Top Ten Pro- 
motions, presenting a first 
dividend Pool cheque for 
£4,166 to publican Wilfred 


cy | 


Society 
list 


Continued from Page 6 


WORK CENTRES 


ABBOTS LANGLEY 
WORK CENTRE, Off 
Jacketis Field, Abjbots 
Langley, Watford, Herts 
WDS5 OPA. 

55, 16 upwards. 


CHESTER WORK 
CENTRE, Western 
Avenue, Off Saughall 
Road, Blacon, Chester, 
Cheshire. 

45, 16 upwards. 


CHINGFORD WORK 
CENTRE, Miriam Harris 
Work Centre, Weale Road, 
Chingford, Londouw E4 
6JL. 

50, 16 upwards. 


NORTH MANCHESTER 

WORK CENTRE, Vic- 

toria Avenue, East, Black- 

Jey, Manchester M9 2HZ. 
50, 16 upwards. 


PLYMOUTH WORK 


~ CENTRE, Eric Robinson 


Lane, 


_ SAW. 


Work Centre, Hartley 
Road, Plymouth, Devon 
PL3 5LP. 

30, 16 upwards. 


SHEFFIELD WORK 
CENTRE, Cockshutts 
Oughtibridge, Nr 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire 
$30 3FX. 

60, 16 upwards. 


SULLY WORK CENTRE, 
Hayes Road, Sully, Nr 
Penarth, South Glamorgan 
CF6 2SE. 

65, 16 upwards, 


INDUSTRIAL 
TRAINING CENTRE 


SHERRARDS, _ Digswell 
Hill, Welwyn, Herts AL6 


66, 16 upwards. 


HOMEWORK 


SECTION 
Perth Road, Wood Green, 
London N22. 


SHELTERED 
WORKSHOP 


~MEADWAY WORKS, 


‘Garretts Green Lane, Pir- 
mingham B33 9SQ. 
100, 16 upwards. 


RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT UNIT 
RESEARCH 
VELOPMENT UNIT Bt, 
Liddington Estate, Leek- 
hampton Road, Cheiten- 
ham, Glos GL53 0DL. 


Button and his’ wife 
Audrey, of the Lamb Inn, 
Clandown, Radstock. Said 
Audrey, “We have never 
won anything in our lives 
before, it is the most mar- 
vellous surprise.” 


More prize money, 
more for charity 


A NEW scheme _ to 
boost prize money and 
provide funds _ for 
charity will be launched 
early in 1980. Called 
“Select 4,” it will be 
based on the Spastics 
Pool dividend structure 


and fixed odds. 

For ehSp opens e Cry, 
clients will receive a ticket, 
on which they enter four 
different numbers between 
Oi and 70, relating to the 
Saturday’s _ football 
matches, in exactly the 
same way as Spastics Pool 
membership numbers. The 
buyer retains a counterfoil 
for recording the four 
number selection; a match 
list will be available for 
anyone purchasing tickets, 
and results will be pub- 
lished in a national news- 
paper. 

Tickets, in sheets of four, 
will be on sale every week 
through agents who will 


Se 


MR and Mrs E. Coxon, of 
Langholm in Dumireis- 
shire, receiving a first divi- 
dend Spastics Pool cheque 
for £8,333 from the mana- 
ger of the Bank of Scot- 
land, Mr Anderson (left). 


News about 
the 


Spastics Pool 


receive 124 per cent com- 
mission. 


“Select 4” clients will not 
qualify for the benefits 
associated with Spastics 
Pool membership, for 
example, Ninetree Gifts’ 
vouchers, special competi- 
tions, accident insurance, 
travel and photographic 
services. However, charity 
will benefit by a further 
l4p over and above the 
usual one-seventh charit- 
able donation. 

“I¢ is -inevitable that 
‘Select 4’ will be compared 
with lotteries,’ commented 
Roy Laver, Director, Top 
Ten Promotions. “First of 
all, there is a one-off sale of 
tickets. _ Secondly, and 
most importantly, clients 


AND DE- 


Top sportswoman for 
Disabled Olympiad 


THE Spastics Society’s 
Disabled Sportswoman of 
the Year, 33-year-old Mrs 
Mary Goddard, of Taun- 
ton, has been selected for 


the 1980 Disabled Olym- 
piac. 

In previous years the 
Disabled Olympiad has fol- 
lowed the able bodied 
Olympic games. But Mos- 
cow has been unable to 
host the event, so Mary 
Goddard will represent 
Britain at Arnhem next 
June. She will concentrate 
on the shot and discus 
events. 

Mary is the first ever 
holder of the Sportswoman 
of the Year Award which 
was introduced in 1979 by 
The Spastics Society’s 
physical education adviser, 
Mr Arthur Edwards. 
Holder of the Sportsman of 
the Year title is Mr Nor- 
man Burns. 

At the British Games 
held in the autumn at the 
Society's Thomas Delarue 


School in Tonbridge, where 
she was sponsored by the 
Taunton Deane Spastics 
Society, Mary made four 
maximum scores; in club 
throwing, table — tennis, 
javelin and rifle shooting. 
She represented England at 
the International Spastics 
Games held in Germany. 

Mary trains at Syden- 
ham Sports Centre, Bridg- 
water, every Monday even- 
ing with the Somerset 
team. When she heard the 
news of her selection for 
the Disabled Olympiad, 
Mary, who has a daughter 
at school, said: “It is such 
an honour. JI still can’t 
believe it.” 

For many years only 
paraplegics were allowed to 
compete in what was then 
known as the Wheelchair 
Olympics. Now the Inter- 
national Sports Organisa- 
tion has amended the rules 
so that contestants with 
other physical handicaps 
are able to compete at 
Olympic level. 
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Both Mr and Mrs Coxon 
are employed at a lecal 
engineering firm and they 
intead buying a car for 
their eldest daughter, and 
investing the rest of the 
money. 


MAYOR of Gloucester, 
Gordon Williams, present- 
ing a first dividend cheque 
for £8,333 to Mrs Maureen 


Griffiths, of Gloucester. 


Married with two children, 
Maureen is employed as a 
nurse at the Gloucester 
Royal Hospital. 


purchasing ‘Select 4’ tickets 
will stand a weekly chance 
of winning £10,000 for only 
15p, which is substantially 
more than the maximum of 
£1,000 available through 
lotteries at 20p or 25p a 
ticket.” 


MR Tom Stone, of Bridge- 


Apart from boosting Tom is considering taking 
dividend prize money, mary, Gosport, Hampshire, trip to Switzerland te 
“Select 4° will increase celebrate. Presentation 


receiving a ‘“Starball” 
cheque for £5,000 from the 
Mayor of Gosport, Mr Don 
Dimmer, at the Town Hall. 


awareness of the Spastics 
Pool amongst the general 
public and attract new 
collectors. 


arrangements were made 
by the Spastics Pool’s area 
supervisor, Mike Carpenter 
(centre). 


Mobility:.: the disabled 
*For allages ¢ Batricar now complete with hood 


e Pavement or country roads « No licence 
* No Tax 


¢ For Shopping and Country Rambles 
ts. 


* Climbs 4” kerbs and steep gradie 


BATRICAR 


S c STROUD: ENGLAND 


Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 
Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 


f Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 
Name : 
F Address 
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on books, aids, holidays, services, 
to help you and your family 


DAVID Owens, tutor in 
farm studies at The Spas- 
tics Society’s Churchtown 
Farm Field Studies Centre, 
Lanlivery, pictured above 
with course students, is 
planning a spring sym- 
posium on “The Use of 
Land, Farming and 
Animals in Special Educa- 
tion.” The aim is to explore 
ways in which the land 
Surrounding so many 


schools and _ residential 
centres can be used to best 
advantage. 


Subjects covered on the 


SAM, short for Sound Acti- 
vated Monkey, has been 
developed by Mediscus in co- 
operation with the Centre for 
Spastic Children, Chelsea, as a 
speech therapy aid. 

SAM _ encourages vocalisa- 
lion during speech therapy 
sessions, encourages breathing 
exercises and it is of value in 
group therapy sessions. SAM 
also enables the deaf to assess 
visually the result of vocai 
effort. 

SAM climbs the pole when 
the child makes a sound and 
the level of sound reyuired to 
activaie him can be deiermined 
by a control. Speed of descent 
can be yaried in the same way. 


He responds to brief sounds 
by a short climb but will 
climb to the top of the pole if 
the sound is prolonged. A 
second conirol adjusts the 
speed of descent but a suffici- 
ently loud sound can override 
this descent and restart a climb. 
SAM is powered by batteries 
for portability or can be run 
off the mains. 


— 


course, which is provision- 
ally planned for March 8- 
12, will include stock care 
and maintenance, the use 
of rare breeds, laws and 
regulations regarding the 
keeping of animals, as well 
as the setting up and run- 
ning of a nature reserve. 

Inquiries regarding the 
course should be sent to 
David Owens, Tutor in 
Farm Studies, Churchtown 
Farm Field Studies Centre, 
Lanlivery, Bodmin, Corn- 
wall. Telephone  Lost- 
withiel 872148. 


Facts on 
toys 


THE 7th edition of the 
ABC of Toys published by 
the Toy Libraries Associa- 
tion is the only consumer 
guide to toys in_ this 
country. It contains details 
of 650 widely available toys 
for all ages assessed for play 
value and developmental 
qualities under categories 


such as activity, communi- 


cation, co-ordiuation, etc. 
Each toy has been rigor- 
ously playtested and recom- 
mended by the Toy Libh- 
raries Association panel of 
child specialists -and 
advisers, and the needs of 
handicapped children are 
taken fully into account. 

The ABC of Toys is 
available from the Toy 
Libraries Association, Sea- 
brook House, Wyllyotts 
Manor, Darkes Lane, Pot- 
ters Bar EN6 2HL. Price 
£5, 


IV focus on The 


PtHoesHandicapped 
Family” is a new series of 
BBCI television pro- 
grammes starting on Sun- 
day, January 6, 1989, at 
10.30 am. There are five 
25-minute programmes in 
all, with repeats starting 
on Monday, February 11, 
1980, at 10.30 am on 
BBC2. 

The series attempts to show 
how problems can be mini- 
mised by making fuil use of 
the statutory services, claim- 
ing financial benefits, obtain- 


ing aids and joining volun- 
tary organisations. Whilst 
exposing problems and difli- 
culties, the series also shows 
ways in which families have 
organised themselves to be 
able to cope successfully. 

Free leaflets giving details 
of entitlements and how to 
contact members of the caring 
professions, statutory services 
and voluntary organisations 
are available from “The Han- 
dicapped Family,’ BRC Tele- 
vision, London W412 8QY, on 
receipt of a self-addressed 
envelope. 


His answer to a challenge 


ingenious ‘helping 
hand’ for the disabled has 
been designed and 


developed by Metal Box, 
which launched this one- 
handed can opener at the 
recent Naidex. 


A simple but highly effective 
and versatile vice is fixed to a 
working surface giying more 
independence to people who 
have lost the use of one hand. 
The clamp acts as a strong 
and secure hand gripping any- 
thing from a can of baked 
beans to a loaf of bread. 


Designer Charles Tebbutt 
invented what he refers to as 
a “tool” for the disabled after 
accepting a challenge from an 
Occupational therapist friend 
to help the handicapped. 


‘I joined my local branch 
of REMAP (Rehabilitation 
Engineering Moyement Ad- 
visory Panels) and heard about 
plans to try and produce a 
one-handed can opener which 
really worked. As I had 
spent my life designing for 
Kurope’s largest packaging 
manufacturer I felt I had the 
knowledge and experience to 
do the job, explains Mr 
Tebbutt. The project soon 
became full-time financed by 
Metal Box’s General Line 
Division. It was only after 
months of hard work adapting 
and modifying basic engineer- 
ing principles that Mr Tebbutt 
created the first successful one- 
handed can opener and all- 
purpose kitchen clamp. 

‘It was necessary to make 
the can opener easy to operate 
with the minimum of effort for 
many disabled people haye 
little strength or grip in 
their “good” hand,’ said Mr 
Tebbutt. The secret behind 
the can-opener is that it 
pierces a scries of overlapping 


slots in the can by ‘leaning’ 
on the handle. 

Short, metal pegs with a 
special locking device are fixed 
in the vice to hold the can firm 
and and easily adjusted to 
take all. sizes of cans, 

‘I felt that if the clamp 
could hold a can steady it 
could do all sorts of other 
useful jobs,’ added Mr Tebutt. 

He then set about lengthen- 
ing the pegs to hold a whole 
range of containers and the 
Special spanner/botile ojener 
for tightening the vice became 
the ideal tool for levering 
open polish tins, crown corks, 
vacuum sealed jars and ring 
pulls. Even difficult lurcheon 
meat and sardine cans with 
metal keys can be opened on 
the ‘helping hand” Less 
obvious uses include peeling 
potatoes, grating cheese, 
whisking an omlette and 
Opening stubborn paint tins. 

‘Most able-bodied people do 
not realise the everyday prob- 


lems facing the disabled. Open- 
ing a piece of cheese wrapped 
in film or a pack of bacon can 
be an impossibility with only 
one hand. Securely clamped 
on the vice a sharp edge will 
do the trick, says Mr Tebbutt. 
‘Also, it is surprising what a 
difference a pair of scissors 
make when fixed firmly in the 
clamp. 

Knitting, DIY jobs and eyen 
varnishing nails are all possible 
with the aid of the yice. ‘I can 
do all these things with one 
hand tied behind my _ back. 
I’ve tried it,’ he said. 

Mr Edward Lane, Greater 
London Regional Organiser of 
REMAP said the problem of 
producing a can opener which 
can be operated with only one 
hand has excercised people’s 
brains and ingenuity for many 
years. ‘Mr Tebbut’s invention 
promises a great deal for the 
future and could prove a 
valuable aid for the dis. 
abled, he said. 


Highs and Io ws of hairdressing 


THE Pressalit instantly ad- 
justable hairdressers’ shampoo 
basin unit is the latest addition 
to the Pressalit Rehab range 
and has been produced as a 
result of a demand from occu- 
pational therapists for hos- 
pitals, nursing homes and day 
centres, 

It is designed to give a full 
range of operating heights for 
wheelchair access and in- 
dividual standing requirements 
and is easily adjusted by the 
two locking handles without 
any need for changing the 
plumbing because of the flex- 
ible feed pipes and _ flexible 
waste outlet, 

Further information from 
John Beaumont, Dansk 
Pressalit (UK), Ltd, Pressalit 
House, 25 Grove Promenade, 
likley, West Yorkshire, LS29 
SAF, Tel Ilkley (0943) 607651, 


—|Handicapped Family’ sporting 


life 

A NEW guide aimed at 
increasing opportunities 
for disabled people to take 
part in sport and recrea- 
tion has just been pub- 
lished. 

Compiled jointly by the 
Sports Council and the Dis- 
abilities Study Unit and pub- 
lished by the Royal Associa- 
tion for Disability and 
Rehabilitation, the gnide is 
the first of its kind and pro- 
vides a county by county 
breakdown of facilities avail- 
able for disabled neople in 
major community sports cen- 
tres throughout England. 

The book has been produced 
in response to the increasing 
numbers of disabled people 
taking part in sport and recrea- 
tion and it is hoped that it 
will give fresh impetus to the 
drive to encourage ali sports 
centres to provide adequate 
access and suitable facilities 
for disabled people. 

In addition to listing sports 
facilities on offer, the guide 
also gives information on 
coaching and club activities as 
well as the accessibility of 
amenities such as changing 
rooms, toilets, lifts and park- 
ing. It also features design 
recommendations for — those 
concerned with the provision 
of facilities, produced by the 
Sports Council’s Technical 
Unit for Sport. 

‘Sports Centres a.nd the Dis- 
abled — An access guide to 
sports centres in England’ — 
is available from the Noyal 


Association for Disability and 


Rehabilitation, price 7=p. 


Hear about 
the pictures 


SPECIAL facilities have 
been arranged at London’s 
Royal Academy for dis- 
abled visitors to the highly- 
praised Post Impressionism 
exhibition. ) 

Audio tours of the exhibi. 
tion have been prepared ty the 
Royal Academy, and so that 
those with partial hearing can 
take the tour, spevial head- 
sets are available. 
visitors’ in wheelchairs and 
their companions can both 
take the tour for the pice of 
one. Listened to by the 
visitor who carries his own 
cassette machine, the tour 
begins with an introduction by 
Sir Hugh Casson, President of 
the Royal Academy, and then 
continues to discuss highlights 
of the exhibition, which in- 
cludes more than 430 Paintings. 

Adults’ tour 50p; special tour 
for young people 25p. The 
exhibition continues until 
March 16, 


—————__—« 


USA visiters 


A 16-PAGE directory fisting 
298 rehabilitation facilities in 
the United States which wel- 


professional 
available, 


visitors is now 


1979-80 Host Directory is to 


ments well in advance. 


outside the United States. 
Write to: Host Directory, Re- 
habilitation International 
USA, 20 West 40 Street, New 
York, NY 10018, USA. 


Disabled 


come foreign and American 


The major purpose of the — 


make it easier for the visitor © 
to make the proper arranges 


The 1979-1980 directory is — 
free on request from addresses _ 
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Yes, they all want to be 


WHO wants to be a Green 


Shield stamp draw was Mrs 


First time winner of the 


i 


green stamp millionaires 


Speechless 
may find 
a voice 


Shield millionaire? A Valerie Kempton mother at i 

stamp jackpot of one of seven children, The ae ee ee oe VERY he miracl 
million Green Shield draw was conducted by UOT Hse ae a syent-obt feouche chee 
stamps with a purchasing Marilyn Edwards, a resi- ¥tcher from Poole, Mr preak tev. aa ee 
power of £390 when used. dent of Edwards House, John Harrison. poussnGss ote 
at any Argos showroom in and the grown-up daughter A 25p ticket gives local capped people _and 
Ee Bie tr bos oe be Pee: ae Mrs oe people a I in 13 chance of their families in this 
f 0 | rads who were foun- winning either cash or 

in a new fund-raising lot- | der-members of the Dorset Sante: The fund-raising odd Thccae SEG 
tery organised by Green Society which celebrates its target for the Dorset ‘ 


Shield, the trading stamp 
firm in conjunction with 
the Dorset Spastics Society. 

Winner of the first Green 


25th anniversary next year. 
Mr Edwards is the current 
Vice-President of the 
group. 


Continued from Page 1 


after listing a girl with 
spina bifida’s many 
achievements despite being 
chairbound, a writer adds: 

“She has met tragedy in 
her life with equal stoicism. 
A great friend, also a 
sufferer from spina bifida, 


Society is £250,000, inten- 
ded for a special care unit 
for severely handicapped 
children. 


“SOCIETY’S ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
a EEE VEMENT AWARD 


Our courage: 


walk. “His courage is 
wonderful. At one time | 
wanted to give up ani go. 
I thought of him and what 
he had been through, and 
his laughing most of the 
time. He hasn’t given up 
so how could I?” 

One eight-year-old girl 
born with massive birth 
defects that have required 


us chil 


‘ 


blessing she lived and 
enriched all our lives with 
her own.” 

These are just some of 
the heart - rending and 
deeply felt stories that the 
judges will have to sift 
through before deciding 
just who should receive 
the award. Never have the 
‘Judges been faced with a 


He 


to 


IN spite of his own handi- 


uses his skill 


help others 


dent several years ago. He 


— the chance to speak 
for themselves. 


An American company 
has developed what it calls 
the Phonic Mirror Handi- 
voice which actually talks, 
by means of an electronic 
voice synthesiser. There 
are two models, one lap- 
board -style and the other 
hand-held, and they can 
produce virtually any 
word in the English lan- 
guage. They are pre- 
programmed with words, 
phrases and sounds and are 
lightweight, portable and 
operate on re-chargeable 
batteries. 

Now an English firm is 
looking at the possibility 
of bringing the device 
across the Atlantic. Aft the 


died on the operating ‘deep and repeated surgery harder and more awesoine | cap Ted Castle puts in a Was the first ever severely | moment they are still 
table earlier this year, brought forth this testi- task. This year they are | gyi] working week at handicapped person to be | investigating, and _cauti- 

¢ Sea », mony: “I have often Lady Airey, widow of Charltou. Park-Schoult accepted as a student at the | ously warn that if they 
She, herself, Ree neta Soe hel hate ace come: Airey Neave, MP, assassi- von fang Senoor tor London College of Furni- | do decide to go ahead and 
operations and can never thing I could do to help mated last year by a handicapped children ture, which has a special | import, the price will be in 
be sure that another will her but I’m afraid even terrorist bomb, Dr Miriam | where he makes and con- design unit catering for the | the region of between 
not be necessary .. .” specialists have had a Stoppard and Lewis Carter | verts special furniture and problems of disability. £2,060 and £2,500. 

A father nominated his struggle. Therefore to Jones, MP. Mr Colin Cul- | toy equipment for I! As well as_ producing Further information 
son, now 14, who at the nominate her for this  limore, managing director | schools in the area of the one-off, purpose-built | about the Phonic Mirror 
age of three was in a car award is my way of doing of J. H. Dewhurst the | Inner London Education equipment for special | Handivoice can be 
accident which left his something. She deserves it butchers, who put up | Authority. scheols, Ted has also | obtained from H. C. Elec- 
brain irrepairably dam- for bravery, courage and the prize money has been Ted, now 42, was born undertaken special jobs for tronics, Inc, 250 Camino 


aged. His injuries were so 
terrible that the hospital 
did not expect him to sur- 
vive. It took five years to 
learn to talk again, nine to 


for being a happy child in 
spite of suffering. Not on2 
of us says it would have 
been a blessing if she had 
died at birth. It was a 


forced through business to 
miss the presentations. 
Judging in his place is Mr 
J. B. Whalley, a director of 
Dewhursts. 


‘ When every entry 


is a ‘winner’... 


FROM the moment the 
announcement of the 


reach a short list of under 
10, from the 44 they have 


Bill takes 
the idea 
to Ulster 


ane hi -. been given. 
8 Achievement Award is Renee the cant 
js ‘made ig the Omens sae phase of the planning that BILL Keown, the Ulster 
ee > male ts Biven, will eventually bring the businessman who came 
ji ‘Nina Heycock, who  faatists to the Society’s second in the 1976 Special 
eo es Ses the award.for the headquarters at Park Cres- Achievement Award has 
i Society is at the centre of cent. Mrs Heycock con- now founded a_ similar 
the 2 tremendous amount . tacts them to discover award in the Province, in 
eee ncuvity. zo per come the whether they need help addition to raising £7,000 
a eae suite i! with getting tickets, if for the Northern Ireland 
of vod of an eae 3: accommodation for an Orthopaedic Council which 
ie Beeescar. the Lee ae d aS overnight stay is required is affiliated to the Society. 
wl Es ee any apo and whether the finalist The Royal Ulster Con- 
o “2a a ‘eaviatia oad has any particular prob- — abulary has given a cup, 
im ene an lems to be coped with. hak | “i 
rewarding, to read through ° to be known as the William 
oe Last year the business was” ASE hice : 
all the citations, some F eown Achievement 
fot ; P 3 made even more compli- A yard ‘ ‘ ‘ 
haltingly written on scraps : ward, which will be pre 
nH of a pad uthiereheast. “ted ah ieee pes ae sented annually to a handi- 
nt some finalists di 


fully presented but all con- 
taining the same message 


receive their tickets for the 
train journey until the day 


capped person who has by 
their own effort made pro- 


a spastic and subsequently 
lost an eye in a work acci- 


the Newcomen Centre at 
Guy’s Hospital. 


Alto, Mill Valley, 
94941, 415/383-4000. 


CA 


——em. 


fe . . ress in overcoming their : 

be = ee ae they had to set off. disability iets its INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
ott numbers are whittled down F a t the atk so c= ilies cause. Mr Keown says the protective roll.Cut to <r isnot required. A Commons 
> to manageable propor- an ypeteaee lunch at the SPonse to his appeal has sense product in sensible packaging — used in 


= 


tions, this year 44, and Mrs 


- go forward. Then the four 


Society’s Family Services 


working lunch to discuss 


been exceptional and 


abled and those who 


conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


patients. 


J Heycock contacts all the . already a committee of 20 INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C ts in eight 
a {re in . Supple P.V.C. pants in eig 
Seemes .1o be sure that pau, ears ae "four Has been formed to select sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
ee? 2rc Slr happy for ices are sitting downtoa ‘0° Winner. ‘The committee protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 
4 |” their candidate’s name to !¥C8 8 consists of both the dis- 


judges have the formid- 
able task of making a pre- 
liminary judgement to 


the final merits of each 


candidate. It is a sensitive © 


Continued on Page 11 


THE DISABLED PRINTSHOP 


FOR all your printing requirements: Business cards, 
Letterheads, Dance tickets, Compliment slips, Invoices, 
Rubber stamps and pads, Duplicate pads/books, Gold- 


print cards, Personalised playing cards, etc, etc, etc. 
Special discounts to Schools, Clubs, Churches, Chari- 
ties, etc. 
102 Chamberlayne Road, London NW10. 


helped Bill surmount. his 
own particular problems. 

He says: “I can never 
forget them because of 
their faith and hope that I 
should succeed eventually.” 

Mr Keown is a head of 
his own knitwear manu- 
facturing and retail busi- 
ness, a magistrate, serving 
on area health boards, and 
he was awarded the MBE 
for his work. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with adrop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases, Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 
Both pants and.garments are washable, waterproof, 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked, 


i ie ee 


Robinso 


n 


Arca 


S of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 


Decade of success | 4 
— for literary contest 


message 


“MARK” is a child-size 
puppet in a wheelchair 
who suffers from 
cerebral palsy. He’s just 
one of the many charac- 
ters in an American 


troupe of handicapped 
and non - handicapped 
puppets called “The 
Kids on the Block.” 


All the puppets in 
“The Kids on_ the 
Block” wear real child- 
ren’s clothes and shoes. 
As well as the spastic 
Mark, there is puppet 
“Mandy” who is deaf; 
“Renaldo” who is blind 
and “Ellen Jane” with 
Down’s Syndrome. 

The creator of “The 
Kids on the Block” is 
Barbara Aiello, a former 
teacher of handicapped 
children, who says her 
aim is to teach non- 
handicapped — children 
how to develop positive 
relationships with their 
handicapped peers. 

All the scripts of “The 
Kids on the Block” are 
vetted by disabled child- 
ren, disabled adults and 
parents of disabled 
children. 


lottery 
a winner’ 
for them 


MONEY from Birming- 
ham’s civic lottery has pro- 
vided a £10,000 specially 
converted ambulance for 
the Midlands Spastics 
Association. 


The Lord Mayor of Bir- 
mingham, Councillor 
George Canning, has 
handed oyer the 1L1-seat 
Ford Transit, equipped 
with a lift for wheelchairs 
and adaptable seating 
which will be used for out- 
ings and holidays and also 
to take spastic people to 
theix day centre at Har- 
borne. 

“We have been longing 
for a vehicle of this kind,” 
commented Mr John Botti- 


son, the Association’s | 
secretary 


Jonsport trolley 


FOR 26 years the First 
Hertfordshire Post 
Brownies, Guides and 
Rangers have done their 
best, but now 15-year-old 
Pamela Reynolds has gone 
one better and won the 
Queen’s Guides badge, the 
first member of the guiding 
organisation for the physi- 
cally handicapped to do so. 

Pamela, who is also 


attached to the First Gar- 
ston Guides, had to gain a 
number of badges to 


Edinburgh date for 


qualify for the award. 
Helping a pensioner for 
five months was one pro- 


ject, studying Canada and 
India others, and _ finally 
organising and running her 
own camp at Tring. 


Guiding is just one of her 
interests—as well as attend- 
ing Hangers Wood School 
in Oxley, she is an avid 
horse-rider, stamp collec- 
tor, swimmer and football 
fan—when it is her brother 
on the pitch. 

Picture by West Herts and 

Watford Observer. 


champion teams 


A 12-STRONG team of handi- 
capped young men and women 
journeyed from England to 
Edinburgh to compete against 
a team from Scotland for the 
new Team Championship 
Trophy. They were: Norman 
Burns, Gateshead (captain); 

Malcolm Dowson, Newcastle; 
Chris Liddle, Co Durham; 
Bob Bebbington, Manchester; 
Tony Griffin, Bolton; David 
Moore, Rainham; Andy Cole- 
man, Forncett St Peter; Kevin 
Reed, Woking; Pat Wilson, 
Falmouth; Mary Goddard, 


Taunton; Sue Stevenson, New 
Malden; Sarah Fuller, Hamp- 
ton Court. 

The events covered by the 
team were arc hery, rifle- 
shooting, table tennis, athletics 
(javelin, discus, shot), wheel- 
chair relay, running relay, 
_ swimming; water hand-ball, 


wheelchair hockey, wheel- 
chair basketball and seven-a- 
side football. England won all 
the wheelchair events with 
ease, and were equally impres- 
sive in the athletic competition. 
In all the other sections, the 
competition was much harder, 
as the results show: Archery, 
England 1, 
a-side football, England 7, Scot- 
land 6; rifle shooting, England 
1, Scotland 1; ladies relay. 
England ist, Scotland 2nd; 
men’s relay. Scotland Ist, Eng- 
land 2nd; water hand-ball, 
Scotland 6, England 4. 

The group was accommoda- 
ted at the Trinity Centre in 
Edinburgh, and the competi- 
tion took place at the Dun- 
fermline PE College. 


“Tt is hoped that a return 
match can be arranged for 
July 1980,” says Mr A. T. S. 
Edwards, Physical Education 
Adviser to The Spastics 
Society. 


Tripp-Trapp chair 


MEADJESS LTD 
Radley Road 
Industrial Estate 
Abingdon, Oxon 
(0235) 21307/28120 


Scotland 1; seven-. 


1980 WILL mark the 
10th year that The 
Spastics Society has 
held its annual literary 
contest, open to handi- 
capped people of all 
ages from all over 
Great Britain. 

During those 10 years 
the consistently high stan- 
dard of entries from child- 


ren as well as adults has 
more than proved that dis- 
ability need be no bar to 
literary capability. 

The poetry section has 
proved so popular that this 
year, for the first time, the 
poetry section has been 
extended to cover two age 


groups. There will be a 
poetry section for schoel- 
children up to 12 years of 
age, with a first prize of 
£10 and a second prize of 
£5. For teenagers and 
adults aged 13 and over 
there will be a first poctry 
prize of £20 and a second 
prize of £10. Any verse 
form may be used. 

For prose entries there 
are three age categories; 
schoolchildren up to and 
including 11 years of age; 
adolescents aged 12-17; 
and adults of 18 and over. 
First and second prizes for 
schoolchildren are £10 and 
£5 respectively; for adoles- 
cents £20 and £10, and fer 
adults £30 and £15. 


In addition to these sec- 


_ petitor who cannot manage 
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tions, a special prize will bal 
awarded by the Director of 
The Spastics Society, Mr : 
James Loring, for what he — : 
considers to be an out- . 
standing contribution 
among the runners-up. — 
Other. runners-up will | 
receive books auteetapnes ¢ 
by the judges. es 
The rules of the literary. _ 
contest allow for any com- 


the actual typing or writing = 
down of their entry to dic- 
tate theix work. 


Closing date for the 
literary contest is Satur- 
day, April 5, and entry 
forms are available from: 
Mrs Nina Heycock, 27-33 
Harrington Gardens, Lon- , 
don SW7 4357. 


‘Save a 
on the 


THE  Spastics 
“Save a Baby” 
caravan has compieted 
hundreds of campaigning 
miles in Wales for its 
first United Kingdom tout 
and in the words of 
Emlyn Davics, Wales’ 
Senior Regional Officer: 


Society’s 
exhibition 


THE keenness and adapt- 
ability which 21-year-old 


Judith Shacklady from 
Colwyn Bay has shown in 
her new job has. so 
impressed her employers 
that assistant factory man- 
ager Mr Tony Lewis has 
said he is determined to 
take on more employees 
with physical disabilities. 

The firm, Astbury House 
of Mochdre, who make 
light fittings, reckoned it 
would take six weeks to 
train Judith as a machinist. 
In view of her efficiency, 
however, the training 
period was reduced to a 
month. 

But it’s not only at work 
that Judith is a winner. She 
spends her leisure time at 
the Endeayour Club of 
Colwyn Bay, and recently 
she represented Wales in 
the Handicapped Olympics 
at Stoke Mandeville where 
she was awarded a gold 
medal for the wheelchair 
slalom. 

Picture by Liverpool 
Daily Post & Echo 
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“Tt has becn an outstand- 
ing success.” 

At the start of the tour 
it was officially opened by 


Cardiff's Lord Mavor 
Coun Bella Brown. who 
admitted that like most 


people she had been un- 
aware of how many prob- 
lems there were associated 
with ante-natal cave unti! 
the exhibition had revealed 
the true state of aifairs. 
She promised her fullest 
support to the campaign 
and the whole “C 


care 
Before Birth” programme. 


After a three-day stay in 
the city centre, the cara- 
van took to the road in an 
intensive tour of factories, 
schools and health centres 
in Cardiff and South 
Glamorgan. The response 
was overwhelming, with so 
much interest gencrated 
that at one school alone 
1,200 pupils passed through 
the caravan — a success 
which was to be repeated 
at other schools. It was 
one of the prime aims of 
the exhibition to alert 
school children to the need 
for ante-natal care, rubella 
injections, and good 
health. 

Mr Davies paid tribute 
to Bob Goosey and his 
health education team in 
South Glamorgan, who 
worked hard to ensure the 
exhibition’s success. 

The 1979 Medical Seminar 
was another Welsh success 
story for the sccond year 
running, largely duc, Mr 
Davies belieyes to the 
eminence of the guests invited 
to speak. Between 150 and 160 
people crowded in to the lec- 
ture hall of Cardiff's National 
School of Medicine, designed 
to hold 120, to hear from Sir 
Douglas Black, president of 
the Royal College of Physi- 
cians, Dr Malcolm Chiswick, 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 1], 12, 14, 29, 36, 37 | 
are available for local and long- uistinee avert 45 seaters { 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) — 


1242941864 374 lis 


‘AGRIMOTORS | 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


45 seaters avail 
Both Companies welcome enquiries from D 


we specialise in this form of coach hire, 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, 
Devon EX20 3DZ. Tel: 


3 

Registered Offices for both companies: et | 
Okehampton, __ 

Benford 324/200 yl 

SN Jan_ x 


able for short or long distance travel, 


Professor 


Mr 
Harold Fox, Dr Joyce Cham- 


Arthur Wynn, 


berlain, Miss J. Fearn, Dr 
John Williams, Professor Peter 
Gray, Professor Bryan H1- 
bard and Mr James Pearson, | 
all distinguished in their 
various fields. 

The film “Feeling Special” 
was featured at the Welsh 
annual general meeting and | 
conference which was held 
the following day. Lord Parry — 
agreed to continue as presi- — 
dent, with Mr G. O. Williams —— 
elected again as chairmian, and 
Mrs Helen Ainsworth and Mc 
Jim Andrews as vice-chairmen; 
and Mr Peter May, treasurer. 
Again a distinguished panel of 
speakers were present to 
address delegates. 


Hie Se, | 


Death of — 
founder of 


member — 
WE are sad to record the * 
death of Mr Sam Chambers, i 
lain of Colwyn Bay. 


In Wales and especially in~ 


> Mae 


his home town Sam, his witel — 
Hilda, and their disabled — 
daughter, are known very ~ 
well, ‘ah 


he 


Sam Chamberlain died on — 
December 11, only three days — 
after attending the Colwyn — 
Bay group’s spastics Christmas _ 
party. He was a founder :‘nem= 
ber of the group, attending its ee 
first meeting 23 years azo, and 
had been a stalwart supporter E 
ever since. He was his group’s 
delegate to the Wales Regional — 
Committee until last year when — ; 
he had to resign due to it 
health. 

The Wales Region and the — 
Colwyn Bay group will miss 
Sam Chamberlain’s presence — 
very much, - 


Emlyn Davies 4 


epartment of Education, as 


I am sure I am not the 
member of the public 
ored with reading about 

-another sponsored 
marathon,” or annoyed by 


ople constantly asking 
to pay them for walk- 
ing round and round a 
park or swimming up and 
down a pool. 

o, I am not a scrooge. 

ill willingly sponsor 
ople to do something 
ful. You could count 
me for generous spon- 
ship for activities like 
clearing or gardening 
the elderly and house- 
und. But perhaps hard 
ork like this doesn’t have 
e same appeal as playing 
onsored games? 

‘was driven to write this 
r after reading in Spas- 
*s News about a member of 
ie Spastics Society’s staff who 
oke her ankle in a spon- 
sored parachute jump. She, 
d your paper rather made 
light of the incident, proudly 
, eporting that the jump made 
oney. Would the cash 
It have been worth it if 
he unfortunate girl had 
oken her neck? 

; please, in 1980, let’s 
id farewell to sponsored 
YTHING—unless it serves 
benefit the community. 

G. Jones, 
p Bites 
Wales. 


i “Wonderful : 


rt | recital 


| WHEN I took our friend 
Moura Lymphany, the world 
famous pianist, to visit our 
Churchtown Farm Field 
Studies Centre at Lanlivery, 
Cornwall, she was so im pressed 
that she insisted on giving us 
concert on the Centre’s 
ehalf. Recently she gave 2 
wonderful recital in Truro 
| Cathedral which  preduced 
-£500 for our Friends’ of 
hurchtown Farm Committee, 
of Which I am the president. 
Now she has promised me 
os concert for the centre 


Who wil Heke this ~ 
new year resolution ? 


M. AY I suggest a New Year resolution for all engaged 
in charity work, either as paid staff or volunteers? Let 
all resolve to end stupid sponsored events, be they walks, 
swims, jumps, knits, hush-ins, dive-ins .. . 
y and quite useless activity is currently in vogue. 


or whatever 


Pearlies in 
Germany 


I WOULD like the many 
readers of Spastics News to 
know of the London Pearlies’ 
recent visit to RAF Bruggen 
and Rhiendahlen here in West 
Germany on a fund raising 
trip. 

With them they broaght 
Hobbs Carts which were given 
to Richard Underwood, Lee 
Jane Roberts, and St Francis’ 
Playschool for handicapped 
children, and RAF Hospital, 
Wegberg children’s’ ward. 

My son Christopher was in 
RAF Wegberg when _ the 
Pearlies visited the children’s 
ward and he was also given a 
Hobb Cart. Thanks to them 
for a lovely visit. 
Mrs E. Wade, 
1 Sqdn, 

16 SGL Regt, 
BFPO 40. — 


Christy's 
story 


NEEDLESS to say we 
were very satisfied with Liz 
Cook’s handling of Chris- 
ty’s story in Spastics News. 
He said that as she told it 
in such a matter of fact 
way. he feels that there 
will be no need for people 
to pity him —- pity is not 
one of his favourite words! 
There has been a terrible 
demand for Spastics News 
and now I have only two 
copies left, one cf which | 
have promised to send to 
a nun working in the slums 
of Santiago who has dis- 
covered a spastic boy in 
his 20s similar in every way 
to Christy, and one to a 
contemplative nun in an 
enclosed order in Dublin. 
Everyone has been asking 
for copies. 
Bernadette Nolan, 
Clontarf, 
Dublin, 
Eire. 
@ Mrs Nolan is the remark- 
able mother of a truly amazing 
son, Christy, whose story was 
featured in two recent issues 
of Spastics News. It was 
through whe Society’s literary 
award that Christy’s genius as 
a writer was first recognised, 
and since then a major feature 
about him has appeared in the 
Sunday Times and Mrs Nolan 
has talked on the radio about 
his work. 


International year 
of the jargon ? 


I HAVE just had a hor- 
rible shock! Why? I have 
just heard that next year 
has been designated by the 


United Nations as “The 
International Year for Dis- 
abled Persons 1981.” 

It is not the concept I 
object to — but that 
dreadful name! Try and 
say it aloud! Trips easily 
off the tongue doesn’t it? 
Fires you with enthusiasm 
doesn’t it? 

Surely this awful name 
for what could be a won- 
derful year was thought up 
by a crazed social worker 
who had swallowed the 
bureaucratic jargon book? 
Come off it, UN, and think 
again! Ii the year is to 
have any impact it must 
have a title which will 
catch the imagination of 


the world. The present 
name has all the excite- 
ment of cold, left-over 
cabbage. 
Miss T.A. 

(name and address 
supplied), 

London, N. 


@ I fully agree, Miss T.A., 


Foreign 
greeting 


BEST wishes for a prosper- 
out New Year in solving 
problems of cerebral pal- 
sied people in England, 
which I get acquainted 
with through _ Spastics 
News. 

Ivancica Planiuc, MA, 
Kupska 62a, 

Zagreb, 

Yugoslavia. 


‘for practically anything 


‘Selectus Limited, Biddulph, Stoke-on-Trent STB 7RH 


SN Jan 


writing that. wretched nantie is- 
almost as difficult as saying it. 
As this is. an international 
event I tried it in other lan- 
guages, and I think it sounds— 
and looks—just as bad as in 
English. As for those “per- 
sons” in the title . .. aren't 
“persons” people any more?— 
Editor. 


Christine at 


CHRISTINE Bates, a 15- 
year-old spastic teenager 
from Smethwick, is to pay 
a visit to the famous Cross- 
roads Motel to meet Noele 
Gordon and the rest of the 


cast from her favourite TV 
serial. 


What a 
draw! 


ONE of the busiest stalls 
at the Chrisi{mas fair organ- 
ised by the Friends of 
Beaumont College was the 
tombola. Also on sale at 
the fair were handicrafts 
made by the students at 
Beaumont, a further edu- 
cation centre run by The 
Spastics Society, and alto- 
gether the sum of £700 was 
raised. 


Crossroads 


The=vi stt—to-the= Atv: 
studios: cost Christine’s 
mother, Mrs Brenda Bates, £26 
which she bid in a _ charity 
auction. Most expensive visit 
won in the auction was the 
£60 paid for a visit to the 
South of England stab’es of 
Red Rum, three times winner 
of the Grand National. 


a 24 
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Award 
entries 


Continued from Page 9 


and delicate task because 
the feeling is every year 
that they should ALL win 
and this year the task is — 
even harder. “People send 
in photographs, certificates 
and independent _ testi- 
monies to back up what 
they are saying,” Mrs Hey- 
cock explained. “Some 
cases are very tragic but 
they may have had a lot 
done for them copared with 
some less handicapped 
going out and achieving 
something on their own. 
“You know whoever is 


_chosen means discarding 


perhaps a dozen others 
who equally deserved to 
win. One mother wrote 
and said ‘I shouldn’t keep 
on about my son but it is 


_marvellous to unburden my 


heart to someone about 
how much he means to us 
all’. 39 

And it is comments like 
this that makes Mrs Hey- 
cock’s hard work in the 
months leading up to the 
chairman, Mr _ Beltson’s 
announcement of the win- 
ner on January 30 so 
worthwhile. 


—— 


Top seller 


EILEEN Reddington, a snastic 
girl from JLeeds, who is a 
resident of Cliff }%ene Hostel, 
succeeded in selling a thousand 
raffle tickets, nearly half the 
total number prinied, and 
worth £250 towards the Resi- 
dents’ Amenities und. 


Stomahesive™ Flange 
‘the best in skin care 


© 


special non-return valve @ 
effectively prevents pooling 


Tegal Hou’ 
Taiskenbam TWt30T 


secure closure 


Trademark 


with integral 


Surgicare™ System 2 saves the trauma 

of peeling off adhesive bags. The Stomahesive™ Flange 
can be left on the skin undisturbed for several days 
whilstthe pouches are replaced as often as necessary. 

It makes possible a leak-free attachment of appliances 
to the skin thereby providing a unique degree of comfort 
free of irritation and soreness often associated with 
ordinary adhesives. Surgicare™ System 2 takes full 
advantage of these benefits which are particularly 
evident inthe managementor urostomies. 


Squibb Suerients Linked | Please send me your illustrated brochure on Surgleare™ System 2 Urostomy management: 
Address your envelope to Squibb Surgicare Limited, Freepost TK 245, Twickenham TW11BR 


Telephone 01-892 0164 Name BLOCK CAPITALS 
Made In England Address 

Authorize duser 

ef ihe padematke 


drainage 


Surgicare™ Drainage System 


supporting strap 


New for Urostomy! 


anew standard of comfort and security 


SURGICARE System2 


Urostomy pouches simply snap onto the Stomahesive™ F lange 


secure 
snap-lock seal 


@ The non-return valve permits 

easy access of urine to 

the lower part of the pouch 
and efficiently prevents 

the return of urine to pool 
inthe area ofthe stoma 
‘thus the Stomahesive™ wafer 
is protected from the 
breakdown effects of urine 
and remains secure and 
leak-free for several days. - 
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burn High Road, London, is the first manageress to take part in a presentation ceremony 


in connection with the sales commission scheme. Mrs Douglas earned the highest com- 


mission of all the sales force for the trading quarter ending September 1979, and Mr 


Michael Brophy, The Society’s Director of Fundraising. 
Douglas her cheque worth £220. 


S Se 


A bouquet of flowers is an additional “Thank you. 


is seen here handing Mrs 


99 


HIGH standard merchandise, attractively displayed and clearly labelled is the key to 


successful profits. 


A system of date coded price tags enables stock 1o be rotated at 


regular intervals which encourages customers to pay frequent visits. 


Bob Hope will play 
golf to help SOS 


AMERICAN comedian Bob Hope is bringing his 
famous charity golt tournament to Britain this year. 
The charities to benefit will be the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics and also a new arts centre for Eltham, 
South London, Bob Hope’s birthplace. He spent the 
first four years of his life there and only left, according 
to Bing Crosby, “when he discovered he couldn't 
become king.” 

“Entertaining is really my hobby. My real pro- 
fession is golf,” wisecracked Bob Hope when he 
announced the news of the £100,000 Bob Hope British 
Classic which will take place in September, with Sun- 
ningdale as a possible likely yenue. 


You can help spastics by 
ordering a regular copy of 


SPASTICS NEWS 


ME OL eR NS 
only £1.20 (inc. postage) 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


Please send until further notice ta the name and address below the 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription rate of 


£1.20 including postage, starting with the 


I enclose 2 cheque/postal order for £1.20 


Name and Address 
(Block capitals please) 


SO e eee eee eeeeeereserasees FOO e ee mere ee eed eeeenereserseneerese® 


PEPPERS SC SOU OAc ore Ded ves cr oRaSSeausKeFebeSeccdeccoeees 


o8 ant y) es Say reba leaned | 


pe err ne ahah SERS RS sce Mesh ihe e080 5.65.59 5840 apd bs one's en Avih 0550 pen cas chee eens iecdwe 


Send to Circulation Assistant, 
Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4QE, 


Qe) mame eee = 


appeal attracts pi 


IN spite of complaints from some charities that th 
affected the response to their own Christmas app 


She 


Spastics Society. 


JANUARY 1989 


oman of Spastics Shops — 
y | New incentives bring 


booming profits 


AT the first cheque presen- 
tation ceremony to be held 
in connection with the sales 
commission scheme for 
manageresses of Spastics 
Shops, the lucky recipient 
was supersaleswoman Mrs 
Jean Douglas, manageress 
of the Spastics Shop in Kil- 
burn High Road, London. 


earned herself the 
highest commission for the 
last trading quarter of all 
the sales force in the 105 
shops belonging to The 


@ PASSERS-BY in London’s Kilburn High 


The presentation was at 
the Kilburn shop when Mr 
Michael Brophy, Director 
of Fundraising, presented 
Mrs Douglas with a cheque 
for £220 as well as an 
accompanying bouquet of 
flowers. 

As well as a new sales 
commission scheme, the 
shop manageresses, who 
are naw_ salaried em- 
ployees, also have the 
back-up of their area shop 
supervisors. All the 
manageresses have com- 
mented on how beneficial 
they feel the visits paid by 


Road find 


it hard to resist the eye appeal of the attractively dressed 
window belonging to the Spastics shop run by Mrs 
Douglas. 


[r 


e Cambodian Appeal had 
eals, 


The Spastics Society 


reports having received even more sacks of mail than usual. 


“At the last count there were 97 sacks full of mail 
compared with 72 at the same time last year,” commented 
Mr John Rowe, Head of Appeals Projects. “Mail is still 
coming in and the Appeal is holding up very well against 
some stiff competition, particularly in view of all the tele- 


vision time devoted to the refugees 


Mr Rowe. 


in Cambodia,” said 


This year’s Spastics Socety Christmas Appeal was the 
largest ever direct mail appeal and was sent out to over 
six million people in the United Kingdom, including the 


Society’s supporters. 


Experience -shows that postal 


appeals, although more expensive than house-to-house 
collections, produce double the response. 


The appeal featured 54- 
year-old Amanda Smith, 
who weighed only 2Ib 
30z at birth and who was 
given a 50/50 chance of 
survival. Amanda is now 
walking unaided, an 
accomplishment of the 
past year, and she is one 
of the 55 children attend- 
ing The Spastics Society’s 
Trengweath School in 
Plymouth. 

The Christmas Appeal 
letter was sent to every 
school in the country with 


a good response from the 
children. 


In 


| Society’s headquarters in 


A SILVER cup in memory 
of Mrs Ella Draper, who 
was for over seven years 


cook/manageress at the 


Park Crescent, London, has 


been given to Craig y Pare 
School. Mrs Draper died 
on February 28, 1979, 

The cup, inscribed “The 
Ella Draper Cup,” was pre- 
sented to Craig y Parc on 


Individual donations are 
certainly keeping up with 
inflation, according to Mr 
John Rowe who says that 
the £100 donation seems 
to be on the increase. Size- 
able donations were 
received from more than 
one Arab embassy. 


Supporting the Christ- 
mas Appeal with its tar- 
get of £883,000 was an 
advertising campaign. 


memory of Ella 


December 10 by Mrs Joyce 
Smith, a Vice-Chairman of 
The Spastics Society. The 
cup will be awarded annu- 
ally to the child who has 
made the most effort 


throughout the year. The 
first winner was 10-year-old 
Jason Olding from Caer- 
philly. He received the 
cup from Mr Glyn Draper, 


the late Mrs Draper’s son. | 


SNR SE 


the area supervisors haye 
been. 

A new policy to broaden 
sales appeal includes 4 
determined effort to 
increase the supply ofl 
goods such as_ seconds, 
rejects, and  end-of-lines 
supplied at nominal cost by 
manufacturers. 

The surplus profit made: 
by the shops for distribu’ 
tion among the groups is: 


estimated at £135,000 for 


the first half of 1979, com-. 
pared with £38,000 at the) 
same point the previous) 
year. 


NMiystery 


Continued from Page 1 


handwriting indicates that he 
or she is very old, goes on to 
explain: “Everyone wants more 
help now Christmas is near to 
make them happy. I do feel 


sorry for them. ‘Those dear 
people always in pain, and 


x 


; 
: 
| 
: 


can’t do anything for their | 


self. I've been saving up a lot 
to get that money so _ please, 
kindly sir, let me know if you 


“get it safe.” 


Sadly, there is no way of 
letting the generous donor 
know that the money did 
arrive safely for the sender 
asked for a few words of 
acknowledgement to be put om 
the outside of the Daily) 
Mirror or Sun. The letter! 
repeats the plea several times! 
explaining that these are the 
only papers the writer gets) 
every day. 

Unfortunately, the Daily! 
Mirror and the Sun are inun-| 
dated with such requests and) 
feel they cannot help out! 
Unless the anonymous donot 
reads this story and contact 
the Society, his or hel 
generosity is destined to 


unacknowledged. . 
— 
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